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DOCUMENT NO." Telegram from Imre Nagy to Diplomatic Missions in

Budapest Declaring Hungary's Neutrality,
November 1, 1956

Nagy, then serving both as prime minister and acting foreign minister, sellt the following telegram to
every foreign diplomatic mission in Budapest in a dc,~perateattempt to prevent another Soviet imen'ention,
The Hungarian demandfor a withdrawal ofSo\'iet troops, the denunciation of the Warsaw Pact, and a dec-
laration of neutrality meant an open hreak with the Moscow-led socialist camp, Unji)/.twwtely, thc appeal
to the four great powers and the United Nations to protect Hungary's neutrality was an impossiblc demand
under the circumstances, since firm action by the Western powers would have risked direct confrontation
v.'ith the Soviet Union and, many In the West feared. even nuclear war,

The prime minister of the Hungarian People's Republic, in his role as acting foreign minis-
ter, informs your excellency of the following:

The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic has received trustworthy reports of the
entrance of new Soviet military units into Hungary. The President of the Council of Mjnisters,
as acting Foreign Minister, summoned Mr. Andropov, the Soviet Union's special and plenipo-
tentiary ambassador to Hungary, and most firmly objected to the entrance of new military units
into Hungary. He demanded the immediate and fast withdrawal of the Soviet units. He
announced to the Soviet ambassador that the Hungarian government was withdrawing from the
Warsaw Pact, simultaneously declaring Hungary's neutrality, and that it was turning to the
United Nations and asking the four Great Powers to help protect its neutrality.28O

The Soviet Ambassador acknowledged the objection and announcement of the president of
the Council of Ministers and acting foreign minister, and promised to ask his government for a
reply without delay.

Your Excellency, please accept with this my most sincere respects.

{Source: Hungarian People's Repuhlic, The Counter-Revolutionary Conspiracy of Imre
Nagy and his Accomplices (Budapest: Information Bureau of the Council of Ministers, [1958]).
Also published in J6zsef Kiss, Zoltan Ripp and Istvan Vida, ed., "Forrasok a Nagy Imre-kor-
many kUlpolitikdjanak tortcnetehez," Tarsadalmi Szemle 48, no. 5 (1993): 86. Translated by
David Evans.}
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