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APPEAL TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

We, the undersigned European and North American historians, appeal to you to adopt legidation
providing for the automatic annua release of al government documents (including those of foreign
and defense ministries) that are older than thirty years, except for those proven necessary to be
withheld for sound reasons of national security or protection of personal privacy.

We particularly urge you to make this legidation part of the acquis communautaire binding
on the incoming new members of the Union. We have been darmed to see that in severa of the
candidate countries—Poland, the Czech Republic, Romania, anong others—NATO classification
rules (closure for 30 years after the documents have been written) and references to other “Western”
declassification practices have been used to keep the archival records from the communist period
away from the scrutiny of both scholars and ordinary citizens, sometimes even closing archives that
had previoudy been opened. We are ready to provide you with examples.

We strongly believe—with particular reference to the recent UN report on Freedom of
Information, “Freedom of Information: A Comparative Lega Survey”, by Toby Mendd
(http:/Aww.articlel9.org/docimages/1707.pdf)—that the adoption of common European rules of

access to the documentary legacy of the recent past is an indispensable attribute of democracy that
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provides the necessary bonds of trust between the governments and the people as well as among the
peoples of the Union.

In view of the financial and staff shortages often invoked to block access to documents in
practice regardless of legidation, we further believe that the European Parliament should establish a
specia body to supervise the enforcement of the common legidation. We are ready to collaborate

with you on the creation of such abody and to advise it to the best of our professional abilities.
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Note: Nothing in this appea should be interpreted
as saying that those countries who open their
archives after 20 years should henceforth prolong
the period to 30 years!

London School of Economics
Houghton Street
London WC2, United Kingdom

Lathi, Lorenz
Assistant Professor for the History of International
Relations

c/o History Department

McGill University

855 Sherbrooke Street West
Montreal Quebec H3A 2T7, Canada

Maehlert, Dr. Ulrich

Stiftung zur Aufarbeitung der SED-Diktatur
(Foundation for the Study of the Dictatorship of the
East German Communist Party)

Otto-Braun-Str. 70-72

D-10178 Berlin, Germany

Magnusdaottir, Rosa

The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA

Marxen, Professor Klaus
Professor fur Strafrecht, Straf prozessrecht und
Rechtsphilosophie

Faculty of Law, Humbodit University, Berlin
Germany

Mastny, Professor Vojtech

Senior Fellow Nationa Security Archive,
Washington, DC. USA

McDermott, Dr Kevin

Department of History,

Sheffield Hallam University,

32 Collegiate Crescent,

Sheffield S10 2BP, United Kingdom

Meckd, Markus, MP,

Member of the German Bundestag

President of the board of the (federal) "Foundation
on Coming to Terms with the Heritage of the SED
Dictatorship"

Bundestag
Unter den Linden 50
D-11011 Berlin, Ger many

Megens, dr. C.M. Ine

Department of History, Faculty of Arts
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen

P.O. Box 716,

9700 AS Groningen, The Netherlands

Michael R. Davidson Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of History

Newberry College
Newberry, SC 29108 USA

Mladenov, Dr. Boyko
Associate Professor of East European History

International Relations Department,
University of National & World Economy
Sofig, Bulgaria

Mueller, Mag. Wolfgang

Historica Commission

Austrian Academy of Sciences
(Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften)
Prinz-Eugen-Straf3e 8

A-1040 Wien, Austria

Mdller, Klaus-Dieter

Stiftung Sachsische Gedenkstétten
(Foundation for Places of Commemoration of

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal I nstitute of Technology in Zurich,

National Security Archiveat the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian I nstitutefor Defence Studiesin Oslo
I'n association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow W ilson Center, Washington, DC,

Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, I nstitute for Contemporary
History, Munich, Federal Archivesof Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Ingtitute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association
“Diplomatieet Stratégie,” Paris, Institutefor Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Resear ch Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War
History, Prague, Cold War History Resear ch Center, Budapest, | nstitute for Political
Studies of Defenseand Military History, Bucharest, Romanian I nstitutefor Recent History, Buchar e<t,

Modern History Research Center and Archivesat Peking University, Beijing, “ Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archivesat Central European Univer sity,
Budapest
Affiliated with the Partner ship for Peace Consortium of Defense Academiesand Security Studies|nstitutes




Saxony)
Dulferstral3e 1
D-01069 Dresden, Ger many

Nomikos, Dr. John M.

Research Ingtitute for European and American

Director Studies (RIEAS)
# 1, Kalavryton Street
Ano-Kaamaki
Athens, 17456, Greece.
Nuti, Leopoldo Facolta di Scienze Politiche

Professor of History of International Relations

Universita Roma Tre
Via Corrado Segre 2
00146 ROMA, Italy

Oliver, James United Kingdom

Journdist Tedl.+44 (0) 7956 857 248

Papacosma, Professor S. Victor Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union
Director Studies

Kent State University
P.O. Box 5190
Kent, OH 44242, USA

Pekelder, Dr. Jacco
Onderzoekscoordinator / Research Coordinator

Duitdand I nstituut
Prins Hendrikkade 189 B
NL-1011 TD Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Petrusenko, Dr. Vaentin
Jean Monet Professor of World History

History Department,
University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria

Pommerin, Professor Dr Reiner

Faculty of History, Technical University Dresden,

Germany
Reid, Professor Brian Holden Department of War Studies
Head of Department King's College London
Strand

London WC2R 2LS, United Kingdom

Riste, Professor Dr. Olav,
Research Director

Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies
Odo, Norway

Robbins, Professor Keith
formerly Principal, St Davids University College

Rhydyfran,

Cribyn,

Lampeter,

Ceredigion, SA48 7NH, Wales, UK

Rottleuthner, Prof. Dr. Hubert

Institute of Legal Sociology and Research into
Legal Matters, Faculty of Law

(Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft

Institut fuer Rechtssoziologie und
Rechtstatsachenforschung)

Free University Berlin,

Van't-Hoff-Str.8,

D-14195 Berlin, Ger many

Schaefer, Dr Bernd

German Historical Institute,
Washington DC, USA

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal I nstitute of Technology in Zurich,

National Security Archiveat the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian I nstitutefor Defence Studiesin Oslo
I'n association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow W ilson Center, Washington, DC,

Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, I nstitute for Contemporary
History, Munich, Federal Archivesof Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Ingtitute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association
“Diplomatieet Stratégie,” Paris, Institutefor Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Resear ch Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War
History, Prague, Cold War History Resear ch Center, Budapest, | nstitute for Political
Studies of Defenseand Military History, Bucharest, Romanian I nstitutefor Recent History, Buchar e<t,

Modern History Research Center and Archivesat Peking University, Beijing, “ Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archivesat Central European Univer sity,
Budapest
Affiliated with the Partner ship for Peace Consortium of Defense Academiesand Security Studies|nstitutes




Scheven, Generalleutnant a.D. Werner von,
Member, Board of Consultants, Military History
Research Institute of the Bundeswehr

Auf dem Berge 17
D-14542 Geltow,
Germany

Schmidt, Professor Dr Gustav

Faculty of Social Science,
Chair for International Politics

Ruhr-University Bochum
Gebaude GCFW Raum 04/705
D-44780 Bochum, Ger many

Stephenson, Dr Jill

Department of History

Wm Robertson Building

50 George Square

Edinburgh EH8 9JY, United Kingdom

Stolarik, Imrich
Pol. Researcher ( retired ),
and Dr. Mark Stolarik, Professor of History

University of Ottawa, Canada.

Strachan, Hew
Chichele Professor of the History of War

All Souls College,
Oxford OX1 4AL, United Kingdom

Swarts, Dr. Heidi J. Maxwell School
Assistant Professor of Palitical Science Syracuse University

100 Eggers Hall

Syracuse, NY 13244, USA
Tamnes, Professor Rolf Director,

Norwegian Ingtitute of Defence Studies, Norway

Tan Eng Bok, Georges Dr.

Paris, France

Taubert, Dr. Fritz
Maitre de Conférences

Université Paris Val de Marne (Paris XI1)
23 rue Bénard
F-75014 Paris, France

Thamer, Prof. Dr. Hans Ulrich, Member, Board of
Consultants, Military History Research Institute of
the Bundeswehr

History Department

Westfdische Wilhelms-Universitédt
Domplatz 20-22

D-48143 Minster , Germany

Thane, Professor Patricia
Leverhulme Professor of Contemporary British
History

Institute of Contemporary British History
Institute of Historical Research

School of Advanced Study

University of London

Senate House

London WC1E7HU, United Kingdom

Todorova, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumyana
Head of Department, "Bulgaria after the World War
Two"

Institute of History at the Bulgarian Academy of
Science

52 Shipchenski Prohod Blvd. Block 17

1113 Sofia, Bulgaria

Toshkova, Dr. Vitka
Professor of Contemporary History

Ingtitute of History
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Sofia, Bulgaria

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal I nstitute of Technology in Zurich,

National Security Archiveat the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian I nstitutefor Defence Studiesin Oslo
I'n association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow W ilson Center, Washington, DC,

Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, I nstitute for Contemporary
History, Munich, Federal Archivesof Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Ingtitute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association
“Diplomatieet Stratégie,” Paris, Institutefor Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Resear ch Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War
History, Prague, Cold War History Resear ch Center, Budapest, | nstitute for Political
Studies of Defenseand Military History, Bucharest, Romanian I nstitutefor Recent History, Buchar e<t,

Modern History Research Center and Archivesat Peking University, Beijing, “ Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archivesat Central European Univer sity,
Budapest
Affiliated with the Partner ship for Peace Consortium of Defense Academiesand Security Studies|nstitutes




Trotnow, Dr. Helmut,
Direktor

AlliiertenMuseum (Museum of the Allied Forces)
Clayallee 135 Outpost
D-14195 Berlin, Germany

Underhill, (Prof.dr.) Geoffrey
Chair of International Governance
University of Amsterdam

Afdeling Politicologie/Amsterdam School for Socia
Science Research

University of Amsterdam

Oudezijds Achterburgwal 237, 1012 DL,
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Watt, Donald Cameron

Professor Emeritus of Internationa History
Fellow of the British Academy

Corresponding Fellow of the Polish Academy of
Artsand Sciences of Krakow

Department of Internationa History,

London School of Economics and Political Science
University of London

United Kingdom

Weir, Andrew
author and journalist.

United Kingdom

Wenger, Professor Dr Andreas

Center for Security Studies,
ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Wentker, PD Dr. Hermann

Institute for Contemporary History (IfZ)
Finckensteinallee 85/87
D-12205 Berlin, Germany

Westad, Dr Odd Arne

Department of International History
London School of Economics
London WC2, United Kingdom

Weyrauch, Dr Martina

Director of the Centre for Political Education of the
Land Brandenburg
D-14460 Potsdam, Germany

Wiebes, Dr. Cees

University of Amsterdam
Oudezijds Achterburgwal 237
1012 DL Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Wilke, Prof. Dr. Manfred

Free University,
Berlin, Germany

Williams, Dean Department of History
PhD candidate University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Williams, Rosa History
PhD Candidate University of Chicago.
5405 S.Ridgewood Ct

Chicago 60615, USA

Winkler, Professor Heinrich August

Department of History,
Humboldt University Berlin, Germany

Wolff, David,
Senior Research Scholar,
Cold War International History Project

2162 Vine St Apt. 1
Berkeley, CA 94709
USA

Sponsored by the Center for Security Studies of the Swiss Federal I nstitute of Technology in Zurich,

National Security Archiveat the George Washington University in Washington, DC, Institute for Strategy and Security Policy in
Vienna, Machiavelli Center for Cold War Studies (CIMA) in Florence, and the Norwegian I nstitutefor Defence Studiesin Oslo
I'n association with the Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow W ilson Center, Washington, DC,

Lyman L. Lemnitzer Center for NATO and European Union Studies at Kent State University, I nstitute for Contemporary
History, Munich, Federal Archivesof Germany, Berlin and Freiburg, Ingtitute of International Studies, Copenhagen, Association
“Diplomatieet Stratégie,” Paris, Institutefor Political Studies, Warsaw, Cold War Resear ch Group, Sofia, Center for Cold War
History, Prague, Cold War History Resear ch Center, Budapest, | nstitute for Political
Studies of Defenseand Military History, Bucharest, Romanian I nstitutefor Recent History, Buchar e<t,

Modern History Research Center and Archivesat Peking University, Beijing, “ Pax Mongolica,” Ulaanbaatar
With support from Institute of International Relations, Prague, and Open Society Archivesat Central European Univer sity,
Budapest
Affiliated with the Partner ship for Peace Consortium of Defense Academiesand Security Studies|nstitutes




